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Professional Development

*All workshops are five hours in length
at a cost of $93.00 per person plus GST

Titles of Workshops

Writing with Results
Copycat Story Writing Project
Journey Circle Story Writing Project
Switch Story Writing Project
Contest Story Writing Project
Time Travel Circle Story Writing Project
Story Writing Mini Lessons
Primary Reading with Results

Grade Levels

Grades 1 to 7
Grades 2 to 4
Grades 3 to 6
Grades 4 to 6
Grades 5 to 8
Grades 5 to 8
Grades 2 to 6
Grades 1 to 3
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***

704 Parkvalley Road SE* Calgary AB.* T2J 4V8 *Canada
Phone (403) 271-9085* Fax (403) 278-1160* Email joanne.moore@books4results.com

Writing with Results Workshop                                        Cost: $93.00  per person plus GST
a. Participants will gain an overview through picture books of six common story plot patterns authors use to
write their stories. Just a few of the authors using these patterns in their books include: Paulette Bourgeois, P.D.
Eastman, Robert Munsch, Kevin Henkes, Phoebe Gilman, Marcus Pfister, Leo Lionni, Eric Carle, Beatrix Pot-
ter, Pat Hutchins, H.A. and Margaret Reys!
b. Next, participants will learn how to teach the six common story plots to students through literature. Learning
these story plots gives students an awareness of interesting and effective choices they can make for the prob-
lems and resolutions of their stories. Many students’ story examples are shown.
c. Then, participants will be given time to plan at least one story writing assignment for their classes based on a
plot pattern from a picture book.
d. Finally, participants will learn how to teach students the four writing techniques authors use to make their
stories exciting, along with where and when they should be applied. The techniques are: “movie” style writing,
“showing” emotions and motives, onomatopoeia, and sensory imagery (settings, encounters, suspense, and new
experiences).
This workshop is five hours in length (including the one hour of  “make it and take it”)

2. Content presented and how participants will be engaged.

Workshop Outline                                

I.  Why Write Stories?

II.  Choice of Method
   A.  Unstructured
   B.  Structured

III. The Teaching Method
   A. Structure of a Story Using the Story Writing Growth Chart
   B. Suggested Grade Levels for Assignments
   C. The Six Plot and Resolution Pattern Stories from Picture Books and Novels (K-6)
   (Lessons for teaching six plot and resolutions will be modelled, followed by time for
story
    mapping by participants to apply concepts)

IV. The Writing Method
   A. The Central Story Figure
   B. Showing vs. Telling (How to web and write)
   C. When to Show (Group activities used)
        1. Emotions and Motives  (writing activity)
        2. Actions and Settings (writing activity)
        3. Encounters/Suspense (drama and modelling)
        4. New Experiences
        5. How to web and time for group practice
V.  Editing
   A. Teacher Editing
   B. Exhaustive Editing
   C. Student Editing
       1. The Story Growth Chart and Editing
       2. Use a Specific Focus
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3.  Biographical Profile of Mrs. JoAnne Moore
Story writing has been my heartbeat since I was a child and it is my favorite activity to do with chil-
dren.  I have taught three years of grade six and four language arts and six years in grade one. I spent
one year of my career off on maternity leave. During this time I tutored and wrote my first two books
Reading with Results                                    and Writing with Results.                                    I have also written Smart Start in Language Arts                                               , Se-      
quence Stories                        ,  Circle Story Writing with Results                                                      , Copycat Story Writing                                      , Dynamite Story                            Dictio-            
naries          , Smart Start Companion                                      , and most recently Story Mapping with Success.                                                Currently, I am writ-
ing teacher resources, short stories, working in schools helping children to write stories, and present-
ing workshops for teachers. If you want to have fun looking at story plots in a whole new way and
help kids develop “author language” than I would love to interact with you!

4. Presentation Abstract for Writing with Results
       The Writing with Results workshop presents an exciting and practical way of teaching story writ-
ing. The first portion of the workshop shows how to build a deep understanding of plot and resolution
using literature models. Through picture books students are taught six basic story plot and resolution
patterns that authors use.  The six story plots are: copycat, circle, contest, switch, stuck and transfor-
mation. Learning these story plots gives students an awareness of interesting choices they can make
when writing. Participants will be shown how to design lessons from picture books. From the picture
book models students learn to first recognize and then imitate the plot patterns in stories of their own.
     The second portion of the workshop addresses writing techniques used to make stories come alive.
The techniques are: “movie” style writing, “showing” (for emotions and motives), onomatopoeia, and
sensory imagery (for settings, encounters, new experiences).  Partcipants will learn how to teach stu-
dents the four writing techniques authors use to make their stories exciting, along with where and
when they should be applied.
      This workshop is five hours in length.



Copycat Story Writing Project                                                     
Level of Difficulty: Grades 2 to 4                                      Cost: $93.00 per person plus GST

*Research and Story Project take six weeks in the classroom to complete

  If you are interested in a practical story writing follow-up to Writing with Results                                   this is for
you. Writing with Results was based on teaching story writing through plot patterns found in
literature. It showed that various plot patterns can be taught to children from a given story by
altering the setting and characters while utilizing the author’s plot and resolution.
  In this follow-up session teachers will be led through the process of how to write and teach a
pattern story based on the copycat story picture book called Chick and Duckling                                  originally
written by Vladimir Suteyev.  Upon leaving this workshop teachers will take away a copycat
story model and all the student assignments necessary for developing the circle story assign-
ment and integrating vivid verbs, sensory imagery, and showing techniques. This workshop is
five hours in length (including the one hour of  “make it and take it”)

Make it and Take it                                  
Please bring: five pieces each of brightly coloured poster board, thick black felt marker, scis-
sors, glue stick, metre stick, 30 cm ruler, and felt markers. Photocopies of animal characters
and other necessary visuals for the posters will be provided in a handout. Using these materials
we will create the following brightly coloured posters: circle story poster with animal charac-
ters, sensory imagery poster, and  “showing” poster. These posters are used for teaching the
circle story lessons.
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Primary Reading with Results Workshop                                         Cost: $93.00 per person plus GST
a. Participants will gain practical insight into teaching ten critical decoding strategies through fun
activities.  Some activities are: using mirrors to teach letter sounds, puppet shows, group games, and making class books.
b. Participants will gain practical insight into the use of informal reading inventories to detect decoding and visualizing diffi-
culties.  Visualization strategies for fiction and non-fiction material are shown and application occurs through small group
activities.
c. Participants will learn how to use Bloom’s taxonomy to address the ranges of students’ abilities in reading lessons. They
will also be shown how to incorporate the decoding and visualizing strategies.
d. Assessment using informal reading inventories combined with many examples of wonderful story summarization and
character development projects completes the session.

2. Content presented and how participants will be engaged.

Workshop Outline                            

I.  What does it take to read?
     A. The Four Cueing Systems
II. Choosing a Method for Emergent Readers
     A. Reading by Sight
     B. Phonics
     C. Blended Method
     D. Ten Keys to Reading
 1. Letter/Sound Correspondence (use of mirrors and the LIPS program)
 2. Blending Short Vowel Words (group activity)
    a. Demonstration Lesson (puppet show)
 3. Bumper Words (group demonstration using silent e”s tricky arm)
 4. Words that end in “Y” (clapping game, and chin trick)
 5. Long Vowels (2 vowels together using Mickey Mouse puppet & his shadow)
 6. Other Word Keys
 7. Family Words (creating vocabulary building class books which teach the family words)
 8. Word Endings
 9. Sight Words (using big books to create repeated readings for mastery of sight words in context)
 10. Compound Words (art activity: mixed-up compounds)
III. Informal Reading Inventories
IV. Reading Difficulties
     A. Decoding
         1. Sight Word or Phonetic (roll play)
     B. Visualizing
         1. Symptoms
        2. Words make Pictures and Pictures make Words
        3. Solutions (practicing strategies in small groups)
        4. Vocabulary
     C. Fiction and Non-fiction Strategies
        1. Modelling
        2. Self-questioning
        3. Mapping
        4. Vocabulary
        5. Summarization
V.Teaching the Process of Reading and Answering Questions
    A. Setting Specific Purposes
    B. Same Text vs. Individualized Materials
       1. Workload
      2. Vocabulary Boards
   C. Divergent Thinking and Bloom’s Taxonomy
   D. Individualizing Reading Assignments
        1. Tips for Small Group Instruction
   E.  Assessment *Making it fun and insightful through informal reading inventories and projects



Books For Results Inc.
***

704 Parkvalley Road SE* Calgary AB.* T2J 4V8 *Canada
Phone (403) 271-9085* Fax (403) 278-1160* Email joanne.moore@books4results.com

3.  Biographical Profile of Mrs. JoAnne Moore
Reading is one of the most wonderful doors that can open for a child.  I have been fortunate enough to
spend three years teaching reading with grades four and six students and six years teaching grade one
students. I spent one year of my career off on maternity leave. During this time I tutored and wrote my
first two books Reading with Results                                    and Writing with Results.                                    I have also written Smart Start in                         Lan-        
guage Arts                  , Sequence Stories                            ,  Circle Story Writing with Results                                                      , Copycat Story Writing                                     , Dynamite                
Story Dictionaries                              , Smart Start Companion,                                        and most recently Story Mapping with Success.                                                 Cur-
rently, I am writing teacher resources, short stories, working in schools helping children to write sto-
ries, and presenting workshops for teachers. If you want to have fun looking at the reading process us-
ing interesting strategies, learn more about incorporating visualization strategies into your lessons, get
some practical tips for assessment, and add some neat reading projects to your repertoire than I would
love to interact with you!

4. Presentation Abstract
    The Primary Reading with Results workshop shows methods which can be used to teach children to
read words and how to build their comprehension once they are reading. A variety of fun teaching
strategies will be demonstrated. The approach presented is a blend of context learning, sight word
memorization, and phonics. It is based on the pragmatic, semantic, syntactic and grapho-phonic cue-
ing systems. The combination of these methods enables children to immediately discover the pleasure
of making movies in their minds while learning to verify what a word says by sounding it out.  The
advantages to blending these methods are that children learn to visualize, infer, apply background
knowledge, memorize sight words, blend new words successfully and spell well.  Next, there is a look
at what causes reading difficulties and some techniques which can be used to help struggling readers.
Reading difficulties can stem from decoding or visualization problems. The use of story mapping,
non-fiction mapping, vocabulary building, modelling, and summarization are examined and applied as
tools for comprehension building.Then, there is a look at how to base lesson plans on Bloom’s taxon-
omy in order to build comprehension and individualize assignments to meet the range of needs found
in the classroom.  Finally, effective assessment for reading can be based on informal reading invento-
ries combined with fun student projects which center around story summarization or characterization.


