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The Unusual Egg

Plot:

One morning a little girl wakes up early. She heads out the door
for a walk down by the river. On her walk she discovers a most
unusual egg. She takes it home and when it hatches out pops a
dinosaur. The dinosaur is such a nuisance that her brother takes
it to the zoo.

Tips for Young Writers:

Use the following examples and questions to guide the pre-
writing discussion with your beginning authors.

1. Page one

What is the little girl doing?

Sara skipped down the path. Something white caught the corner
of her eye. Moving off the path she pushed back the long strands
of grass to take a better look. It was an enormous egg. She
reached down to touch it. The egg felt warm.

What did Sara do with the egg?

Sara picked up the egg with both her arms and carried it home.
Everyone was still sleeping. She took it upstairs and laid it down
in her bed. Then she wrapped her blankets all around the egg to
keep it warm.

2. Page two

What happened to the egg?

Several hours later the egg began to rock back and forth. Scritch,
scratch, crackle, went the egg. Pop! The egg cracked opened and
two little brown eyes peered up at Sara. Sara’s chin dropped
open and her eyes grew large. It was a baby dinosaur!

3. Page three

What trouble does the dinosaur cause that makes them take it
to the zoo?

After it hatched Sara could no longer keep the secret. Her
mother made her keep the baby dinosaur outside in a dog house.
But the baby dinosaur kept getting into trouble. First it ate her
mother’s flower garden, and then it tromped with muddy feet
through the house. Mother made the kids take it to the zoo.
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Using Sequence Stories to Teach Showing and Sensory Imagery
1. Web from left to right instead of in a circle. For a child with visual difficulties
webbing in a circle is confusing. It is difficult to later recall the order in which the ideas
were brainstormed. Webbing is based on nouns and verbs.
2. Number the order in which the ideas were brainstormed. Students use the webbing to
write their stories from.
Sequence Story Webbing Example for Page 1 of a Snowy Day

peeked facial expressions—eyes sparkled
1. children/ gazed 3. excited thinkled
E gpeered body language — jumped up and down
stared speech yippee!
looked : hooray!
dressed 2
2. snowflakes dancing 4. childre plopped c o INEE
\twirling zipped FY.: :
spinning hopped ;

Sequence Story Webbing Example of Page 2 for a Snowy Day
1. Begin lesson by having some children share what they wrote the day before with
the class.
2. Brainstorm webbing on chalkboard with class for page two.
3. Have children re-read everything they wrote the previous day and then write the
second page.

raced skidded to a stop
1.sled / zoomed 4. actions < tumbled off

E g zipped knocked off
whizzed
wind blowing on their faces
2. felt 4 wet snow

screamed

3. voices
E E shouted
whooped
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Sequence Story Webbing Example of Page 3 for a Snowy Day
1. Begin lesson by having some children share what they wrote the previous two
days with the class.
2. Brainstorm webbing on chalkboard with class for page three.
3. Have children re-read everything they wrote the previous two days and then write
the last page.

rolled
—

1. snowballs packed
\ stacked snowfort

piled>

2. felt § wet mitts :
cold hands 5. actions plodded home hot chocolate
shivered :ran inside — |

slurped

3. face red nose sipped

gulped

4. heard Whizz
: Plop! 1\ snowballs flew

Smack!

Teaching Techniques

1. Please note that the purpose of the webbing was to help students organize their
thoughts and apply the technique of showing. Therefore, the webbing was based
on:

a. Facial Expressions
b. Body Language
c. Speech/Thoughts
d. Actions (onomatopoeia)
and sensory imagery:
a. What was Seen
b. What was Heard (onomatopoeia)
c. What was Felt
d. What was Smelled
e. What was Tasted

2. In order to teach “movie making” the bulk of the vocabulary brainstormed under
these categories was based on verbs not adjectives, because verbs show movement.
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