
Paragraphs with Varied Sentence Starters
1. “What” Words
*Plural Noun:_____________Verbs:______________________
__________________________________________________
*Number Words:_____________________________________
*Size Words:________________________________________
*Age:______________________________________________
*Shape Words:______________________________________
*Colour Words:______________________________________
*Description Words:___________________________________

2. “When” Words
*Suddenly *All of a sudden *At that moment
*Instantly *Soon *All at once
*In a twinkle *Just then *In a flash
*Later on *Not too long *In a while
*A short time later *Next *In a few minutes
Noun:___________ Verbs:_____________________________

3. “How” Words
*ly words : _________________________________________
*ing words:_________________________________________
Noun:___________ Verbs:_____________________________

4. “Where” Words
around, above, behind, beneath, below, beside, between, downwards,
down, in, inside, into, on, onto, over, through, to, toward, upon,
under, underneath, everywhere
Noun:___________ Verbs:_____________________________

5. “Who” Words
*Titles/Synonyms:____________________________________
Verbs:_____________________________________________

Topic:__________________________Name_________________
1. “What” sentence starter:_____________________________

Noun: ____________ Verb(s):___________________________

————————————————————————————
________________________________________________________

2. “When” sentence starter:_____________________________

Noun:____________Verb(s):_____________________________

————————————————————————————
________________________________________________________

3. “How” sentence starter:______________________________

Noun:___________ Verb(s):____________________________

——————————————————————
——————————————————————
4. “Where” sentence starter:_____________________________

Nouns:___________Verb(s):_____________________________

——————————————————————
——————————————————————
5. “Who” sentence starter (noun)__________________________

Verbs:_______________________________________________

——————————————————————
© by J. Moore 2006



Writing a Descriptive Paragraph and Learning to Vary Sentence Starters
1. Teacher chooses topic and writes model paragraph ahead of time. e.g. Spring

2. Teacher makes an overhead transparency of previous page and photocopies of page for students.

3. Teacher selects one noun as the SUBJECT for each of the five sentences without student input. 
Example: in the spring paragraph model these nouns are:
a. crocuses b. sunshine c. robins d. grasshoppers e. spring

4.  WEB:
Teacher records each noun on the overhead transparency and then brainstorms matching verbs for each noun with the
class. If the class has a low verb vocabulary the teacher feeds words to students.  All verbs are dramatized by the
teacher together with the class to build comprehension.

Example: crocuses
Teacher asks: What are the crocuses doing?
Students: peeking, poking, popping, pushing up
*Next, Teacher brainstorms sentence starters for that sentence.
For example: in sentence one that would include brainstorming: number, size, shape, colour, age, and description words
which describe crocuses.  Students may either copy the word web on their own paper or select vocabulary they
wish to use.

5. MODEL:
Teacher chooses a sentence starter, records the noun and chooses a verb.  Teacher models how to write a sentence(s).

6. WRITE:
Students record the noun (crocuses), select a verb and record their sentence starter.
Next, students write their own sentence (about crocuses).

7. SHARE: Students share what they have written.

8. EDIT: Students edit for spelling, punctuation and capitalization.

9. PROCESS STARTS AGAIN FOR THE NEXT SENTENCE. © By J. Moore 2006






