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Putting our Tools Together

Story Plot + Author Language

copycat Verbs

switch showing

contest *emotions

stuck *motives

circle *actions

transformation sensory imagery
*settings
*encounters
*suspense

This copycat pattern story project shows a step by step process which
can be used to teach story plots that incorporate author language.
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Story Part

Settings
Short journeys
Long journeys

Encounters
Motive

Suspenseful encounters

Character response

Strong emotions
Story problems

Tricks
Disasters
Acts of god

Use of force

How to Apply Author Language to Story Writing

1. Each story part on the story map will become one writing lesson.
Match each story part fo its corresponding language technique.

2. Create a word web for each story writing lesson.

Teacher Makes a Word Web of:

Sensory imagery (what is seen, heard, felt, smelled) by
listing nouns and verbs from the setting.

"Went" synonyms, list of prepositions, and nouns from the
location where the journey takes place

Word web is the same as for a short journey but also includes
sensory imagery to describe what the character sees on his trek.

Sensory imagery (what is seen, heard, felt, smelled, tasted) which
shows interesting ways the two characters might meet and the
dialogue which follows after their meeting.

IMPORTANT: encounters between characters lead o the
divulging of one or more motives.

Dialogue or thoughts from the “showing” technique which reveal
what the characters want or need.

Sensory imagery (what is seen, heard, felt, smelled, tasted) that
creates suspense in a meeting between characters.

Suspenseful encounters lead to fighting/fleeing/hiding/
confrontational conversation/strong emotion. Make a word web
of the "showing” technique (facial expressions, body language,
speech and actions).

"Showing" technique
(facial expressions, body language, speech and actions).

Strong verbs and onomatopoeia words. Students sequence
order of character’'s actions and match them to strong verbs and
onomatopoeia. Some story problems include:
*A character deceives another. ("showing” technique)
*An unintentional problem. ("showing” technique)
*Weather e.g. fornado (sensory imagery)
*Magic (sensory imagery and “showing” technique)
*A use of force can be physical or political. (sensory
imagery and “showing” technique)
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Review of Story Pattern Planning Process

Pre-planning: To create your own story plot pattern project, select a picture book to base
the children's stories on. Next, choose a different setting and some new characters for
your students o write about. Make a model story map of the new story and create
vocabulary webs for the story sections.

1. Day one: read aloud two to five pictures books containing the story plot pattern you
are studying with your class. The plot patterns are: copycat, switch, contest, stuck,
circle or transformation (physical or character). Compare and contrast the books to
find variations in how the plot pattern is adapted to create new stories.

2. Day two: Choose one picture book and model how to make a story map which uses the
plot pattern you are studying by selecting a new setting and characters. Then have
students create their own story maps using their own characters in the new setting

3. Day three: Teacher models how to sequence the story problem (disaster, trick, act
of god, use of force) from his/her story map. Strong verb dictionary should be used
for help with this vocabulary. These sequenced events and strong verb vocabulary are
then used later by the student to write the story problem independently. NOTE: The
teacher is to read over each child's outline and the sequenced story problem prior to
beginning the story writing lessons. This permits the teacher to make sure the
children's stories make sense before beginning the story writing lessons.

Story Pattern Writing Process

Stories will be written in small sections so that students can
focus on vocabulary and sentence starters. This method also
enables students to edit in small sections. Editing in small
sections makes the process more achievable for students.
Each number on the story map indicates the length of one
writing lesson. If there are seven numbered parts on the
story map, there will be seven writing lessons. This also
indicates how many paragraphs the story will have. Remind
students to indent at the beginning of each writing lesson. At
the end of the story the paragraphs will already be included!
Noun/verb vocabulary is based on sensory imagery or “showing”
(facial expressions, body language, speech/thoughts, actions).
Vocabulary is generated for each section of the lesson except
for the story problems. Story problems are sequenced by the
students individually when the outlines are planned.

Web — Model — Write — Share — Edit

The teacher models how to write one section of the story
using the vocabulary noun/verb dictionaries (word webs).
Students use their own characters from the outlines they

NOTE: As the children created and write one section of their stories.

become competent the pace 3. Students share what they have written with each other.

will quicken and the number 4. Students edit this small section of writing. This means that

of sections completed in a when the last section is written, the entire story will have
been edited.

lesson will increase. . .
5. Process begins again for the next lesson.
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. Most children when asked to edit an entire story are
CU'l' and Pas"‘e Ed"" overwhelmed by the task and have difficulty finding and
making any corrections at all. As well, the mess of it usually
K \"e necessitates the writing of a good copy. One of the great
. 7 advantages to writing in small sections is being able to edit in
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yellow boxes on the left.
Solution: Using scissors cut out these two lines Glue the part
being kept on a blank writing page so that it is two pages
thick. Now the child can write in the missing sentence.
Problem 2: Story is missing a part and doesn't make sense.
Solution: Cut the child's paper in half where the story is
missing a part. Glue first half of paper on top of blank writing
page. Have child write in missing part. Take the second half
of the child's writing and glue it down after the added story
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Student Editing and Communicating ¢o Parents

Making a good copy of a story wastes pr‘euous lear‘nmg time. WI"ITIH% and edl’rmg in small
sections allows a child to fix his/her wor al on? the way. The original copy of a child's
story is best for understanding the child's wrifing process and his writing progress. Good
copies which are completely edited are often the work of the teacher and disguise the
student’s level of achievement.

Dear Parents,

/—3‘7% In the area of creative writing your child will be learning to edit his/her own
stories. Each child progresses at his/her own pace in this process. Developmentally
appropriate expectations are essential for successful experiences. For this story, your
child was asked to independently edit for the skill(s) circled below. Other areas of the
story were not edited, because your child is not yet ready for more responsibility. As
your child grows in their ability, more areas of responsibility will be added.

1. Spaces between words 11. Spelling

2. Capitals 12. Subject change for paragraphs

3. Periods 13. Paragraph change for dialogue

4, Question Marks 14. Correct grammar in sentence structure

5. Exclamation Marks 15. Maintains verb tenses (past or present)
6. Commas 16. Maintains same Narrator

7. Quotation Marks 17. Expands Vocabulary with choices provided
8. Colons by the teacher or initiated by the student

9. Semicolons

10.  Complete sentences
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MAKING SENSE 1.
When a character's actions match
his needs/wants (motives) in a story
it will make sense to the reader.
STUDENT DIFFICULTIES: ,

*Omitting the Motive
*Motive doesn't Match
the Character's Actions

Editing Suggestions

If a child omits the motive
the reader will not understand
the characters’ actions. Find a
good spot and help the child
insert what the character
wants or needs so that the
reader will understand the
character’s actions.

If the action in a child's story
doesn't match the motive, it
will not make sense. In this
case, change the motive to
match the story action. For
example: A child wrote that
Billy wanted to go out and slay
a dragon but instead he went
out and played a soccer game.
It is easier to change Billy's
motive than to rewrite all the
action at the soccer game.

Student Example of a Copycat Story
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This copycat story writing project is based on the picture book Chick and Duckling by Mirra

by Mira Ginsburg
Pictures by Jose Aruego & Ariane Dewey

Ginsburg. It shows how to break story writing assignments into sections with vocabulary webs.

These word webs help students expand their written vocabulary by app

they write. When students write in sections they can also edit each section prior to going on.

Thumbnail shown for the purpose of criticism (analyzing how this picture book shares the copycat

covered under the Fair Dealing of Canadian Copyright law under section 29.1 (criticism or review) which states “Fair dealing for the

purpose of criticism or review does not infringe the copyright if the following are mentioned:
a) the source; and

b) if given the source, the name of the author

lying author language as

plot structures). The use of this is
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Planning Review:
Pre-writing

1. Study the copycat story plot pattern through picture books.
2. Teacher models through story mapping.

3. Students make own story maps.
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Pre-writing Activities: Literature and Story Mapping

Study the copycat plot pattern through picture books by sharing any two of the following
picture books. Discuss variations on the copycat plot structure, the character motives for

copying, and the disasters the copycat experiences.

Thumbnails shown for the purpose of criticism (analyzing how these picture books share the copycat plot structures). The use of these is
covered under the Fair Dealing of Canadian Copyright law under section 29.1 (criticism or review) which states “Fair dealing for the
purpose of criticism or review does not infringe the copyright if the following are mentioned:

a) the source; and

b) if given the source, the name of the author

Caps for Sale by Esphyr Slobodkina

A pedlar selling caps falls asleep under a tree full of monkeys. He awakens
to discover the monkeys have taken all of them but one. Whatever the
pedlar does, the monkeys copy. In frustration, the pedlar shakes his fist,
and the monkeys shake their fists. He stomps his feet and so do the
monkeys. At last he throws his only cap to the ground. So do the monkeys
and the pedlar collects them and heads back into town to sell them.

Ruby the Copycat by Peggy Rathman

Ruby is new at school and admires Angela. She begins copying Angela's
clothing, hairstyles, and even the stories she tells. Eventually, this makes
Angela angry. Ruby's teacher helps Ruby to see is special just the way she
is. When Ruby begins to discover some things unique to her, she finds her
place and stops driving Angela and the rest of the kids crazy.

copyright 1997, 2018 JoAnne Moore
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Little Lumpty by Miko Imai

Little Lumpty lives in the same town as Humpty Dumpty once did.
Despite Humpty's disaster, Lumpty is tfempted to climb the same wall
and see the view. One day he climbs a ladder and begins to walk along
the wall just like Humpty did. Things are fine until he looks down and
becomes frozen with fear. He sits down on the top of the wall and cries
as he imagines falling off just like Humpty. Fortunately for him, his
friends and family gather below holding a big blanket for him to jump
into. He does and is safe.

*Lumpty's successes are climbing the wall and walking along it just like
Humpty once did. His disaster is looking down and becoming frozen with
fear.

Stephanie's Ponytail by Robert Munsch

Stephanie went to school one day with her hair in a ponytail. Her
classmates teased her about the ponytail but then they copied it.
Stephanie changed her hairdo but after being copied again and again
she finally told her friends she was going to shave her head bald! The
very next day Stephanie arrived at school to discover that her
classmates had shaved their heads! Stephanie had not--and now no
one could copy her hairdo.

Thumbnails shown for the purpose of criticism (analyzing how these picture books share the copycat plot structures). The use of these is covered
under the Fair Dealing of Canadian Copyright law under section 29.1 (criticism or review) which states “Fair dealing for the purpose of criticism or
review does not infringe the copyright if the following are mentioned:

a) the source; and

b) if given the source, the name of the author copyright 1997, 2018 JoAnne Moore
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1 Copycat Pattern Next read The Chick and the Duckling by Mira
Ginsburg to your class. This book will be the basis
1. Setting for the story students will plan and write.

2. Encounter

3. Motive: wants a friend The Chick and the Duckling by Mira Ginsburg

Plot summary:

4. Copies with Success Duckling and Chick meet each other after hatching out of
5. Copies with Success their eggs. Both want to be friends and so whatever
6. Copies with Disaster Duckling does, Chick copies him. This goes on until Duckling

goes swimming. When Chick fries to swim foo, he sinks.

7. Stops Copying Duckling rescues Chick. Next, Duckling says he's going

The Chick swimming again. Chick says he's not and stops copying.
and the Duckling

IMPORTANT: The original version of this story included the motive
"I want to be your friend.” When this book was edited for early
readers, the motive was omitted which makes it hard to understand
why the chick copies the duckling! The original version can be found
in a sequencing activity at the link below.

http://www.j2e.com/rosecompclass/The+Chick+and+the+Duckling+-+storytelling+activities/

Thumbnail shown for the purpose of criticism (illustrating how this story
uses a copycat story plot ). The use of itis covered under the Fair Dealing of
Canadian Copyright law under section 29.1 (criticism or review) which
states “Fair dealing for the purpose of criticism or review does not infringe
the copyright if the following are mentioned:

a) the source; and

b) if given the source, the name of the author

copyright 1997, 2018 JoAnne Moore
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Make a story map to show children how the copycat pattern in the book Chick and Duckling
can be used to create a new story by changing the setting and characters.

Leader: parrot 15t Copycat Story Plot Model Copycat: frog

Setting: pond
Encounter: parrot sees
two eyes glowing under
the water

Motive: Parrot wants to be
friends with the frog

[ &

Slurp!

1st activity copied with success
I I
Munch! Crunch! Eat bugs.

2nd Activity copied with success

Plop! Play leapfrog.

Boing!

Swish! [ 3pd Activity ends in disaster. Splat!
Leader: parrot Parrot flies. Frog leaps off a tree
branch and crashes to the ground. Copycat: frog

Parrot bandages him up and says he's
going flying again. Frog stops copying.

' copyright 1997, 2018 JoAnne Moore \
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Character Research:

*hop on land
*dive and swim
*catch bugs
*croak

*swim and dive
*hide under rock
*eat minnows

*forget
*sleep in
*wreck/break
something
*slip/trip/fall
*get lost
*accident
*get hurt
*misunderstand

*walk on land

*get stuck

*catch fish

*swim
*climb trees
*eat honey, ants, fish, ber'r'ues

*nocturnal

*eat insects

*hang upside down for sleep
*fly

*fly

*nocturnal

*catch mice, gophers, rabbits
*perch in trees

Teacher Planning Instructions:

Select five or six animal characters for your students
to choose from. Animals are great to begin with
because each has different abilities and limitations,
some of which can be extrapolated from their
appearances. The copycat story plot uses these
character differences to help create story problems.

Class Discussion

1. Choose one character to be the leader and one to
be the copycat. Make sure the leader can do
something the copycat cannot do.
2. Brainstorm interesting ways the two characters
might meet. Use sensory imagery. Some examples
include: bumping into each other, hearing a
splash, seeing two glowing eyes, feeling the
ground shake
Now, think of two activities the characters could
do together successfully. Some choices include:
tag, hide and seek, swimming, picnic, leap frog,
snack, hunting, follow-the-leader, napping, or
fishing.
What onomatopoeia words could you add?
Think of one activity the leader can do which the
follower cannot copy. What disaster happens to
the follower? Some disasters include:
misunderstanding instructions, getting stuck,
slipping, tripping, falling, getting lost

copyright 1997, 2018 JoAnne Moore
www.books4results.com

Character Research:

*hop on land
*dive and swim
*catch bugs
*croak

*swim and dive
*hide under rocks
*eat minnows

*walk on land

*catch fish

*swim
*climb trees
*eat honey, ants, fish, berries

*nocturnal

*eat insects

*hang upside down for sleep
*fly

*fly

*nocturnal

*catch mice, gophers, rabbits
*perch in trees

*forget
*sleep in
*wreck/break
something
*slip/trip/fall
*get lost
*accident
*get hurt
*misunderstand
*get stuck

copyright 1997, 2018 %Anne Moore

Review Model of Copycat Story Plan:
1. Setting: oy
Introduction of animal: ,
who journeyed to: o/ WM%

2. Where he met Cscar the ol
when he heard, saw, felt or smelled...

w%aa/wyaw
3. Motive: 5@6%6&5@/%%%%0(&5

4. First activity copied with success.

bat leads Ouwl in a
Onomatopoeia: M%

~the—leaden.

5. Second activity copied with success.

bat leads Ouwl in a
Onomatopoeia: ctunch, muwndh,

6. Third activity copied with disaster.
bat wants Ouwl to de down and take
@ Owl tries buk to the ground.
Onomcn‘opoela thumnk, P

7. Leader rescues copyca'r by bandaging &at Wo
Owl sit o% and ?@é inte Ais on

Motive Chan ed

how the copycat stop copying the
Ieader'

WWWW
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Teacher Models Sequencing the Story Problem

The place where many children have the most difficulty is in writing a powerful story
problem. Many find it challenging to order the events which transpire. The second part of

creating a story outline is sequencing the story problem.

Show students (grades 3 and up) how to list between four and five phrases that describe

the order of events in the story problem. Next, add one or to excellent action words (verbs)
beside each point. This helps the student learn how to elaborate on the story problem. Each

phrase will be used later o create a sentence when writing the story problem. Secondly, it
helps the student to implement a strong verb vocabulary during the writing process instead

of having to fix it in the editing.

Story Problem: Owl tried to copy bat
by taking a nap hanging upside.

Order of Events

1. landed on branch
2. turned upside down
3. got dizzy

4. fell to the ground

Action Words
alighted
swung

felt

plunged

copyright 1997, 2018 JoAnne Moore
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©

Onomatopoeia Dictionary

bang
blip
blurp

chomp
clip
crash
clack
click

drip
flip
glug
kaboom

plink
pop

spurt
swish
stomp
screech

tweet
wham
whiz

Zip
zag

bump
blink
burp

chug
clop
clink
crack
crunch
drop

flop

kerplunk

plop

splash
smash
stump
swoosh

thud
whack

whoosh
zoom

bop

blast
boom
clump
clunk

clank
clap

flap

kersplash

plunk

snap
split
snap

thump

wigwag

zing

bark
blurt
buzz
clunk
cluck

click
clomp

kerplop

plop

snip
splish

thunk

whirr

Zig
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Putting our Tools Together

Story Plot + Author Language
copycat Verbs
showing
*emotions
*motives
*actions
sensory imagery
*settings
*encounters
*suspense

25

Writing a Copycat ggry Plot with Students

/ | . 3

. Web
— 2 We

/ \ /
‘« 50 \] / lo \\
\ Edit \ Model |
\/// \\\\_///

/y,/ \\ / // \\\

( 4. \\ ‘/ 3. \‘

i
\ Share / \ Write
NS N

1. Teacher models how to write one section of the story using the word web
(vocabulary dictionary).

2. Students use their own characters from the outlines they created and
write one section of their stories.

3. Students share what they have written with each other. Children often catch
their own errors when they read their work aloud.

4. Students edit this small section of writing. This means that when the
last section is written, the entire story will have been edited.

5. Process begins again for the next lesson.
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