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 The book Sequence Stories was the result of a challenge I was 

facing with my grade one students.  Developing written fluency in 

young children is difficult. First graders have limited life experience, 

short attention spans, and are at the beginning of developing spelling, 

sentence structure, and punctuation.  Their short term memory capac-

ity is maxed. Therefore, also asking them to think about ideas for a 

story, resulted in the children writing stories consisting of two sen-

tences with THE END at the bottom.  Secondly, it was impossible to 

instruct the children as a class when they were all working on some-

thing different.  Even if there was a theme to write about, their pro-

gress was limited at best.  There were of course one or two natural 

born writers who took to writing like a fish to water.   

 One day while I was grappling with this challenge,  I happened to 

be photocopying a reproducible book for early readers.  It was illus-

trated with cartoons and text to create short stories to send home 

for parents to read with their children.  Suddenly, I was struck with 

the idea of removing the text from the reproducible story and using 

the pictures as a story base for the children to write from.  My next 

thought was that this would remove all creativity from the process.  

However, since my students were not progressing in written fluency, I 

decided to give it a try, with the thought that I could throw the sto-

ries out if it didn’t work.    

 The story was about getting a new pet—something I knew the 

children could relate to. I cut away the text and drew lines to write on 

beneath the pictures.  Armed with my first story, I sat down on the 

carpet with the children gathered around to see what would happen.  

Showing them the story pictures was an amazing success!  We didn’t 

even get to writing on the first lesson.  The pictures of acquiring a new 

pet resulted in the children sharing all their pet stories—pets they 

had or wanted.  I soon discovered that the story acted like a spring-

board.  Some of the children were disappointed in the pet   
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the story featured.  Some wanted the character to get a different 

pet.  This resulted in the children adapting the story to suit their own 

interests or in other words allowed them to make creative decisions.  

The structure did not impeded their creativity, but rather released it.  

 After school, I accommodated their ideas, by writing down the 

children’s pet choices and cutting out graphics which they could glue 

on the last picture of the story to make it their own.  

 The next day when we finally began writing, the first lesson was a 

resounding success.  The children were enthusiastic, filled to the brim 

with ideas and engaged. We wrote one page of the story and stopped.  

The number of pictures determined the number of writing lessons.  

This broke it into manageable chunks. For each sentence, I brain-

stormed (using rebus pictures) a basic noun/verb vocabulary which the 

children used to form sentences. We wrote one sentence at a time.  

This gave opportunity for the children to read the sentence to a 

friend, make corrections, and add capital letters and periods. Eventu-

ally, the children could read well enough that we would brainstorm the 

vocabulary for the entire page at one time and they would write the 

whole page independently. Written fluency was a direct result of using 

sequenced pictures to tell a story. 

 The final products were beyond any hopes I had started out with.  

This experience convinced me that picture structure is essential in de-

veloping a child’s ability to write and sequence.  Three picture stories 

proved to be the optimum length and could be adapted either from the 

beginning, middle, or end.  Those children with a greater understanding 

of story began to change the pictures early on, while others were con-

tent to use them as they were.  It never ceased to surprise me at the 

varied perspectives children brought to the identical illustrations.  Se-

quencing is a critical skill necessary for comprehension and for devel-

oping written ideas.  

 Based on these teaching experiences, I hired an illustrator and 

had a number of sequence stories drawn and published in the book 

called Sequence Stories.    
            JoAnne Moore 
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*Kindly shared here with written  permission from one of my grade one students 
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*Kindly shared here with written  permission from one of my grade one students 

Note: A copy of the story was sent to the student afterwards. 
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*Kindly shared here with written  permission from one of my grade one parents 
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