The book Sequence Stories was the result of a challenge T was
facing with my grade one students. Developing written fluency in
young children is difficult. First graders have limited life experience,
short attention spans, and are at the beginning of developing spelling,
sentence structure, and punctuation. Their short ferm memory capac-
ity is maxed. Therefore, also asking them fo think about ideas for a
story, resulted in the children writing stories consisting of two sen-
tences with THE END at the bottom. Secondly, it was impossible to
instruct the children as a class when they were all working on some-
thing different. Even if there was a theme to write about, their pro-
gress was limited at best. There were of course one or two natural
born writers who took to writing like a fish to water.

One day while I was grappling with this challenge, T happened to
be photocopying a reproducible book for early readers. It was illus-
trated with cartoons and text to create short stories to send home
for parents to read with their children. Suddenly, T was struck with
the idea of removing the text from the reproducible story and using
the pictures as a story base for the children to write from. My next
thought was that this would remove all creativity from the process.
However, since my students were not progressing in written fluency, I
decided to give it a try, with the thought that I could throw the sto-
ries out if it didn't work,

The story was about getting a new pet—something I knew the
children could relate to. I cut away the text and drew lines to write on
beneath the pictures. Armed with my first story, I sat down on the
carpet with the children gathered around to see what would happen.
Showing them the story pictures was an amazing success! We didn't
even get to writing on the first lesson. The pictures of acquiring a new
pet resulted in the children sharing all their pet stories—pets they
had or wanted. I soon discovered that the story acted like a spring-
board. Some of the children were disappointed in the pet
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the story featured. Some wanted the character to get a different
pet. This resulted in the children adapting the story to suit their own
interests or in other words allowed them to make creative decisions.
The structure did not impeded their creativity, but rather released it.

After school, T accommodated their ideas, by writing down the
children's pet choices and cutting out graphics which they could glue
on the last picture of the story to make it their own.

The next day when we finally began writing, the first lesson was a
resounding success. The children were enthusiastic, filled to the brim
with ideas and engaged. We wrote one page of the story and stopped.
The number of pictures determined the number of writing lessons.
This broke it into manageable chunks. For each sentence, T brain-
stormed (using rebus pictures) a basic houn/verb vocabulary which the
children used to form sentences. We wrote one sentence at a time.
This gave opportunity for the children to read the sentence to a
friend, make corrections, and add capital letters and periods. Eventu-
ally, the children could read well enough that we would brainstorm the
vocabulary for the entire page at one time and they would write the
whole page independently. Written fluency was a direct result of using
sequenced pictures to tell a story.

The final products were beyond any hopes I had started out with.
This experience convinced me that picture structure is essential in de-
veloping a child's ability fo write and sequence. Three picture stories
proved to be the optimum length and could be adapted either from the
beginning, middle, or end. Those children with a greater understanding
of story began to change the pictures early on, while others were con-
tent o use them as they were. It never ceased to surprise me at the
varied perspectives children brought to the identical illustrations. Se-
quencing is a critical skill necessary for comprehension and for devel-
oping written ideas.

Based on these teaching experiences, I hired an illustrator and
had a number of sequence stories drawn and published in the book
called Sequence Stories.

JoAnne Moore
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*Kindly shared here with written permission from one of my grade one students
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*Kindly shared here with written permission from one of my grade students




ks 7, - U !
Kt caefed-Ther?

The h:f’fi\:""'*ﬁﬂ_”nm +or¥

rh?‘wn“f’f:r pLek Ny rm"'".r/i‘rn

¥ "dﬁ:ﬁe‘m""oﬁ{*"’rw" j5 .17

(vear ﬁﬁ"'innﬁd‘f’im ~Fhe En&}hf
sinb *"*“hfdmm"ﬂ\m‘fbﬂ

j""l
dEIﬁDﬁ"‘{"F'H bar(ﬁ oy T
Kﬁm rr:m#*%t mr:rkf\-""%ﬁfﬁn
e nﬁ'l“nh hfg“hﬂrﬁﬂe gaviie]
rritFé"‘JFn"F’xT? T‘fihﬁ:ﬁﬂﬁ‘ﬁﬁe
?h?"‘ﬁ@fﬁ"""‘fﬁ"*?ﬁf"'"'k.’m
Fhe Ko Tnow e IR ) i
Kﬁww‘ nrﬁ =i naw tar
YOUL memrr% 'D*'rrrrr\g‘"

Th{r prinregm s




e SANAT O ‘ﬂﬂT—Tmﬁ»_Sﬁe

édﬁ 1@_@@@\& el xﬂ'\l

C,\Cd. j_b.ll'ﬁ_{ﬁy—irim _EEQDHU

Jfﬁﬂk;\ ‘ijf

' _GHCLPJSL Y1)
whenitwas —hes T qu? _.
cﬁ;ﬂhaﬂ_aﬂiihe Tegcher
‘streemed and g ’nﬁr_cﬁ]ss
jmgempr\ U ~TheTegehor g
et Tht gl -of ere




:mjhﬂ' jme Ve hiel
boy: ':fﬂ:’Fﬂﬁ-KﬁThﬁ_"ﬁﬂEﬁlﬂﬁﬁm
_-}:c:x""_?'he-"zaé";"'

o — Dear Mo, Moorci)

f—

T wouldh be rece e u‘\\\{'\/\g Lo
shave My stecy i anione who

wents to reed ity MSO] 1 was woaderty
ELs Vo cowulch p\@\se Send me o eo Y
of Lws SH)VT ; 6 Haad L e reftesh

Py Mersry . Theak you Cor Hre leQer

and T sl Vo all  Hie best 1w
\’\NQ Nea ¢ CLA."‘\&CQ_’

*Kindly shared here with written permission from one of my grade one students

Note: A copy of the story was sent to the student afterwards.



o,
R
e

[a~"0 _
g i iesses

Tie

ay

e

and—sodlolerity1

*Kindly shared here with written permission from one of my grade one parents
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