Teaching Non-fiction Texts to Primary Students

cainning in Grade Two I read a fouw ﬁcga
Lvafy Jaydounl. O‘F A sefies ot y\cyclo,ﬁ’&}\mS
c!esiﬂhcﬂl for children. My mom wo |
ask me to Tafc/m‘f\% farﬁ of +he booKs
such as the fable of confents in(}LX,
(‘\L’/dr&",f\js, C,[Tag rams, gle- ancl/rei{'ermle
the Function of each part. By the time I
started Grade Four, the sKills needed
to read, comprb‘»ma‘, and utilize
non-tiction fext books were second nature

Non-fiction Text Organization:
*Cover (picture, title & author)
*Title Page
*Copyright Page
*Table of Contents
*Index
*Heading (main idea)
*Subheadings
(related topics with details expanding on main idea)
*Photographs with text
*Sketches
*Diagrams (show steps)
*Maps
*Charts
*Bold print
*Key words
*Italicized words

*Main Idea Focus
Find the:
*What Paragraphs
(narrative, descriptive, definition)
*Why Paragraphs (persuasive)
*How Paragraphs
(instructive, compare/contrast)
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Teaching Tip
Each day I asked our daughter Jenna to locate the table
of contents, and find the article for the day (these were
not read in order).

NOTE:

. - ¥ The quotes and thumbnails in this document were used for the purpose of criti-
ou r pla net an d the - B cism (analyzing effective teaching strategies). The use of these quotes is cov-
animals that live here » | " W ered under the Fair Dealing of Canadian Copyright law under section 29.1

if (criticism or review) which states “Fair dealing for
the purpose of criticism or review does not infringe the copyright if the follow-
ing are mentioned:
a) the source; and
b) if given the source, the name of the author, in the case of a work...
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Frog

‘rogs are amphibians (am-FIB-eans),
mimals that spend part of their lives
n water and part on land, As adults,
rogs live near ponds and streams
vhere they can keep their smooth
kins moist. They have large eyes

m the sides of their heads which
illow them to see in all directions.
hey can jump a long way on their
trong back legs. Frogs live all over
he world.

A A tood looks much z .
like o frog, but it hos adry, bumpy
skin and spends most of its life on land.

ME=s it ]
0 Most frogs Iy s = ; O The tadpaoles now
their eggs in water. | 5. 2", m y need to breathe air.
Each egg is a t e e They lose their tails

bilack spot, . wlel A
protected by~ * '.' P e

I a biob of jelly. .r.' _' _'- e

siTeLdent .-) and become

i e =

o8 = freglets. They
w legve Lhe
0 T\ water o live on

‘ fraglets \‘i L i

land and feed
on insects,

© Atfirst, the

tadpales nibble

O The bIc:ck A< at plants, After

spots grow heads ‘J ' a few weeks,

and long tails ’; @ they begin to

and wriggle tadpoles * eat ting animals,

out of the jelly. They grow all the

They are called time and soan

tadpales. have legs.
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*Photographs with text
*Charts

*Sketches
*Bold print

Trapping food
A frog sits quite still, waiting for passing
insects. In a flash, it flicks out its
sticky tongue. The insect sticks

on and is flipped back into

the frog’s mouth, Mate frogs call

naisily to attract

» A tree frog uses its ﬁ _femules. Each
muscular back begs - ., kind of frog has
tojumpfrom o its own special call.
oneleafto LRl Some puff out their throats into o
another, =

bubble, and croak. Others peep, and
some even bleat like goats.

¥ Tree frogs hove
sticky toes Lo
help them

Teaching Tips:
Next, Jenna read aloud a two page spread from the non-fiction text. Prior to reading, I had her locate the

heading and subheadings. I taught her that the main idea of the two page spread is found in the heading. All sub-

headings and other text features relate back to the heading. I also asked her to identify:

*Diagrams (show order of steps)
*Ttalicized words

NOTE:

The quotes and thumbnails in this
document were used for the purpose
of criticism (analyzing effective
teaching strategies). The use of these
quotes is covered under the Fair
Dealing of Canadian Copyright law
under section 29.1 (criticism or re-
view) which states “Fair dealing for
the purpose of criticism or review
does not infringe the copyright if the
following are mentioned:

a) the source; and

b) if given the source, the name of
the author, in the case of a work...

*Maps
*Key Words

*After reading the two pages I had her identify the paragraphs with headings/subheadings as:
*What Paragraphs (narrative, descriptive, definition) Frog: definition paragraph

*Why Paragraphs (persuasive)

*How Paragraphs (/nstructive, compare/contrast) Trapping Food: instructive paragraph
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Teaching Tips:

Each day Jenna was asked to find the
glossary, locate a bold-face type word
and read the definition aloud to me.

Next, she had to find the index,
locate a topic and flip to its page
number in the book.

NOTE:

The quotes and thumbnails in this document were used
for the purpose of criticism (analyzing effective teaching
strategies). The use of these quotes is covered under the
Fair Dealing of Canadian Copyright law under section
29.1 (criticism or review) which states “Fair dealing for
the purpose of criticism or review does not infringe the
copyright if the following are mentioned:

a) the source; and

b) if given the source, the name of the author, in the case
of a work...
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